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MUTUAL RESPECT and 
RECIPROCAL TRUST 
On behalf of the faculty, staff, and the Board of Education, we thank 
you for your ongoing respect of our efforts, as we work hard to return 
our schools to a more normal school year while also adhering to safety 
protocols and procedures. The students are enjoying the return of 
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Students recognized 9/11 in 
different ways. In the lower 
grades, students learned 

about our American flag. In 
the upper grades, students 

discussed the events of 
9/11 and the long-lasting 

effects of that day.
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activities and schoolday routines that are inherent in their natural 
school experiences. In line with that thinking, we were thrilled to 
invite you back into the schools for our Back-to-School Nights. It 
was important to us that you had the opporutnity to see how your 
child spends his/her day in his/her classroom(s) and with his/her 
teacher(s).  

Without our reciprocal trust, so much would not be possible. We 
trust in you, and we appreciate the trust you place in us! Together, 
our strong parnership will continue to allow our schools to 
flourish and our students to grown in the 2021-2022 school year! 

OTBN: Back on the Air! 
After a year and a half of being off the air, the middle school 
students formed a new crew to launch this year’s daily episodes of 
OTBN (Old Tappan Broadcasting Network). Students were trained 
on our broadcasting equipment, with some returning crew 
members being re-trained. They learned how to use the TriCaster 
for production, how to program the teleprompter, and how to 
write scripts. Students also learned how to serve as daily 
broadcasting anchors.  

As the year progresses, these broadcasting opportunities will be 
available to lower-grade CDW students, as they form additional 
production crews.  

TBD also has resumed weekly announcements, which are 
produced in video formats.  
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Refocused  
In-Person 

Teaching and 
Learning

Students learn in many 
formats. Whether in their 
academic classrooms, in 
the lunchrooms, in the 
gyms, in the arts 
classroms or in assembly 
programs, children learn 
best when together and 
with their teahers. Nothing 
compares to in-person 
interactions!
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Blueprint for Growth and Development 
The Blueprint for Growth and Development serves as the 
District’s strategic plan, prioritizing our work and 
charting our course for all involved in educating the 
children of Old Tappan. The Blueprint concentrates on 
five areas to support student success: (a.) educating the 
whole child; (b.) enriching our academic programs; (c.) 
supporting our high-quality faculty and staff; (d.) 
enhancing our facility and operations; and (e.) 
developing our relationships and partnerships. To learn 
about our Blueprint’s goals, performance objectives, and 
measurable targets, click HERE. You will be able to view  
this multi-year document, along with its reportable data 
card.  

Each year, the District collects data on our goals through 
the Your Voice Matters Survey and other means. 
Annually, Dr. Da Giau reports on all performance targets 
as featured in the above document. This year, we will be working together to formulate our 
District’s next multi-year Blueprint for Growth and Development. 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/101KaQZzFObH881rYkDMSV7JzNc8BpKX3/view?usp=sharing
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Start Strong Assessments 
The New Jersey Start Strong assessments that were given this 
September satisfied the federal statewide assessment 
requirement to administer assessments in English (ELA), 
mathematics, and science for the 2020-2021 school year. The 
New Jersey Student Learning Assessment (NJSLA) will be 
administered in the spring and will satisfy the 2021-2022 
school year testing requirement. Start Strong was aligned with 
the New Jersey Student Learning Standards (NJSLS) and 
assessed students’ understanding of the prior-year academic 
standards . The Start Strong tests were short — 60 minutes per 
subject, ELA in Grades 4-8; Math in Grades 4-8, Algebra I, and 
Geometry; and Science in Grade 6. The score reports, which 
were available to teachers immediately after administration, 
gave them an overview of which students need support with 
which standards. Parents/Guardians will receive score reports 
via postal mail in late fall. The score reports will consist of the 
following components: 
1. Overall Performance  

2. Performance Levels - Strong Support May Be Needed; Some 
Support May Be Needed; Less Support May Be Needed  

A District Testing Report will be presented at a Board of 
Education Meeting following the families’ receipt of scores, and 
the report will be posted to our website. 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Learning  
In and Out of the 

Classroom

Students learn the role of 
Safety Patrols. They are 
training together as they 
prepare for their first 
lunchtime and recess 
assignments. Peer 
mentorship is powerful!

TBD students gathered 
together for a very short 
time to reacqaint 
themselves with assembly 
etiquette. During this brief 
session, students learned 
about the International 
Day of Peace. They 
considered what peace 
sounds like, looks like, and 
feels like to them. 
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Recycling Challenge 
The Old Tappan Environmental Commission brought the 
NexTrex Recycling Challenge to our District’s attention last 
school year. As a community, spearheaded by CDW, we 
collected over 700 pounds of plastic film. Our middle school 
students weighed and logged the collections. Our custodial staff 
coordinated drop-offs. And, our middle schoolers won a 
recycled bench for their outdoor space. We are joining efforts 
again for another challenge. Collection bins for plastic film will 
be outside of CDW from 10/1 through 4/15! 
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Old Tappan Public Schools 
Tel: 1.201.664.1421 	  

http://oldtappanschools.org 

  Danielle Da Giau, Ed.D.,                            
 Superintendent    
 Kathleen Boyce, TBD Principal 
 Jennifer Santa, CDW Principal     
 Tino Lauriello, Student Manager  
	  

WE ARE HERE TO HELP YOU! 

Learning the Ropes 
of a New Year 

It does not take long for 
students to learn the 
ropes and the routines of 
a new school year. 
Learning how to manage 
new transitions are 
growth highlights of new 
school years.  

http://oldtappanschools.org
http://oldtappanschools.org

